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A Doctrinal Debate about the Obligation of Generality or the Obligation of Detail

In Controversial Issues, Including the Issues of the Attributes of Our Lord, the Majestic:

A Debate, Published for the First Time, between Ibn Al-Salah and Al-Ezz Ibn Abd Al-Salam

Alsharif Hatim bin Arif Al-Awni®
(sharif100 i

Abstract:

This paper aims to publish a scholarly debate published in its entirety for the first time between two
prominent Ash'ari scholars, Ibn Al-Salah (d. 643) and Al-Ezz Ibn Abd Al-Salam (d. 660), which arose in
response to a question posed to Abu Amr Ibn Al-Salah regarding a doctrinal issue that is considered
one of the branches of theology, which is the issue of letter and sound. This issue, despite its intricacy,
has occupied an important place in doctrinal disputes since its emergence. The paper places their text
in the context of scientific debate, meaning that it came as a response from each of them to the other
on a single question and issue, not disconnected texts as one might believe. This context reveals the
importance of this debate and reflects a pattern of scholarly interaction and intellectual engagement,
not between different sects, but rather between adherence of the same school who agreed on its prin-
ciples and sometimes disputed its branches. This includes discussions on determining the origin of the
issue, choosing the predominant view or determining what is obligatory for those who are obligated
to believe. Is general faith sufficient for a person - as is the position of Ibn Al-Salah - or is it necessary
to have detailed belief - which is the position of Al-Ezz ibn Abd Al-Salam? These fatwas also reveal a

chapter in the history of scientific thought in general, and theological history in particula.
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Arabic references

* Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din, Siyar A‘lam al-nubala’, Ed: majmt‘ah min al-muhaqqiqin
bi-ishraf : Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at, St. al-Risalah, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah, 1405-1985.

* Al-Dhahabt, Shams al-Din, Tarikh al-Islam wa-wafayat al-mashahir wa-al-a‘lam, Ed:
Dr. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma'raf, T. Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, al-Tab‘ah al-ala, 2003 M.

*Hawlasalatal-Ragha’ib al-mubtadi‘ah. Ed: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani wa-Muham-
mad Zuhayr Shawish, al-Maktab al-Islamt: Bayrat. St: al-ula, 1380, wa-al-thantyah, 1405.

* Fatawa Ibn al-Salah — Ed: D / ‘Abd al-Mu‘tr alql’jy, Dar al-Wa'y : Halab, 1403.

« Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam, al-Izz, Al-Fatawd al-Mawsiliyah, Ed: lyad Khalid altbba’. Dar al-Fikr
al-mu‘asir: Bayrat, wa-Dar al-Fikr : Dimashq. St: al-ala, 1419.

* Al-Fatawa al-Majmu‘ah min Fatawa Taj al-Din alfirkah wa-majma‘ah min mu‘asirth —
nuskhah khattiyah mahfazah fi Maktabat tshstrbyty raqm 3330 — (145 / b).

* Al-Qasimi, Jamal al-Din, Dald'il al-tawhid, Dar al-Kutub al-'llmTyah: Bayrat. St; al-ula: 1405.

* Yasin, Jamal Nu‘man, al-tafsir al-Wajiz li-Ibn al-Salah al-Shahrazari (t 643): tahqiq nis-
batuh wa-bayan ba’d malamihuh), manshar fi Mawqi‘ Markaz tafsir lil-Dirasat al-Qur'antyah.

« Fatwa al-‘Izz Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam, nuskhah tshstrbyty, dimna Majma’ ragm 3854.

* Nuskhah musawwarah min Majma’ al-Fatawa li-Taj al-Din alfirkah, fi al-Jami‘ah al-Is-
lamiyah bi-al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, bi-ragm 3517, musawwarah ‘an nuskhah fi Mak-
tabat Haydar Abad.

« Ibn al-Salah, al-tafsir al-Wajiz — makhtat fi Maktabat Walt al-Din btrkya raqgm 282.
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