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[ Abstract ]

Itistruethat human cultures have witnessed the migration of concepts
from one culture to another, from one field of knowledge to another.
When this migration occurs, a lot of efforts are made to adjust these
concepts with their new environment using specific meanings which
are often closely linked to the view of those who conceptualise them,
their translators and their users; thus, human beings understand the
universe and its environment; life, man and the existing relationships
through asetof concepts, beliefs and cognitive perceptions oftheirown.
The concepts of culture, civilisation, development, social change,
values, media, communication and other basic concepts of social
and human sciences are among these migratory concepts. They have
moved away from their original environment and settled in a wide
range of fields in our Arab and Islamic countries since the last century;
however, these concepts are still confined to the Western view which
produced and spread them. Some of these concepts appeared in
the Arab civilisation surveys and gained their significance in some
of the theoretical attempts at trying to cultivate them in soil other
than the soil they were given birth. This is what can be noticed in the
difficulty of translating them into Arabic language and their Western
epistemological ambiguities transmission to the contemporary
Arab and Islamic thought. All this has made of them vague, biased,
fluctuating concepts that reflect a Western perception with its
peculiarities which either explicitly or implicitly differs from the
Islamic cognitive view of the monotheistic and abstract nature based
on the value of man, his duties towards civilisation and his importance
in life existence in which culture is a determination of his values and
the source of these values is based on the common religion, making
of man a master of all those values in forms of individual cultural and
collective behaviour.

From this theoretical ground, this study will attempt to approach the
concept of «culture» firmly in agreement with Malek Bennabi who
believes that the development crisis and the civilisation progress we
are experiencing is a large-scale and complex one. It is a crisis of society.
Revealing the non-neutrality of the concepts in general, and that
of culture in particular, criticising their misuse and then suggesting
civilisation alternatives is the key to solve the cultural problem that
we are suffering from and to the development of civilisation we
desire. A project a group of thinkers and researchers in different areas
of knowledge would certainly contribute to.
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